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OBSERVATIONS, Gc. 



MAIDSTONE is fituated upon the banks of the river 
Medway, nearly in the center of the county of Kent. 
The country around it is remarkably fine, highly 
cultivated, and exceedingly rich and fertile ; and, from its 
continual diverfity of furface, affords as great a variety of 
pleafing views and beautiful landfcapes as can well bie- con- 
ceived. The foil is dry, firm, and rocky, abounds with 
excellent water, nor are there any putrid marfhes or ftagnant 
pools within or without to corrupt its atmofphere. The air 
is therefore pure and falubrious; and a lofty ridge of hills 
ferves as a fcreen againft the unwholfome vapours. and per- 
nicious blafts of the north and north eaft. 

The population, and of courfe the trade and profpcrity, 
of the town, feem to have been gready advanced, during the 
prefent century. The inhabitants were numbered in the 
year 1695, by the Reverend Mr. Innys, wi|h a roinutenel^ 
and particularity which defcended to the prefeffion, fpx, and 
age of each individual ; and there were at that timc> in the 
town and parifli, 3676 perfons; in March 1781 a very 
careful, and, there is reafon to believe, not inaccurate 
furvey again was taken, when the number was 5739, con- 
fequently an increafe of 2063 inhabitants in the courfe of 
about 86 years; from a ftriO: and fair examination of the 
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parifli regiftcr, it appears, at leaft with a ftrong degree of 
probability, tliat the greater part of this addition of more 
than half the original number has been made during the 
laft 30 years; the very period when ingenious and fpecu- 
lative men have believed and aflerted .that the depopula- 
tion of Great Britain has been uncommonly rapid, and 
that we have as it were been finking fail into abfolute 
annihilation^ 

Before we proceed to our intended obfervations, it may 
not be amifs to illuftrate the advantages tosbe derived from 
accurate regifters of mortality in the words of Dr. Percival. 
" The eftablifliment of a judicious and accurate regifler of 
births and burials, in every town and pariih, would be attend-^ 
cd with the moft important advantages, medical, political, 
and moral. By fuch an inftitutipn, the increafe or decreafc 
of certain difeafes; the comparative healthinefs of different 
fituations) climates, and feafons; the influence of particular 
trades and mannfaftures on longevity ; with many other cu- 
rious circumftances, not more interefting to phyficians, than 
beneficial totnankind, would be afcertained.with tolerable 
precifion. In a political view, exaft regifters of human 
ihortality are of ftill greater confequence, as the number of 
, people, and progrefs of population in the kingdom, may in 
the moft ealy and unexceptionable manner be deduced from 
them. They are the foundation likewife of all calculations 
concerning the values of affurances on lives, rev^rfionary 
payments, and of every fcheme for providing annuities for 
widows and perfons in old age; in a moral light alfo fuch 
TidfUs are of evident utility, as the increafe of vice or virtue 
may be determined, by obferving the proportion which the 
difeafes arifing from luxury, intemperance, and other fimilar 
caufes bear to the reft; and in what particular places dif. 

tempers 
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tempers of this-clafs are found to be moft fatal." Pcrcivars 
efiays, vol. 2d: 

The parifti regifters of this kingdom, indeed, have not 
generally been kept with that degree of minute and accurate 
dlfcrimination neceflary for all the ufeful and curious deduc- 
tions here fuggefted, nor can it be pretended that that of 
Maidftonc in particular has. It appears, however, that the 
infertion of baptifms, marriages, and burials in it, after the 
common and ordinary way, has been always fo extremely 
regular as to afford, in conjunClion with a£lual furveys at 
different periods, nituch pleafing and fatisfaftory information. 
Nay it may be truly added, that during the laft 20 or 30 
years, it has fome peculiar recommendation, which will be 
apparent from the tables fubjoined. Should the matter en- 
gage the attention of the medical gentlemen of the town 
(who are certainly beft able to affift and direft in an under- 
taking of this kind) it will probably for the future have 
every requifite diftinftion, and be annually publifhed as 
regular bills of mortality. The cities of Norwich and 
Carlifle, the towns of Northampton, Ecclcs, and fome others 
have fet the example. Maidftone need not be afhamed to 
follow; as it will appear, that, in fome rcfpefts, fhe is little 
inferior to tfny, and greatly fuperior to moji of them. In 
the mean time, and till the regiftcr acquires this defirable 
perfeftion, we will make the beft ufe we can <?f it, in its 
prefent ft?ite. 
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T A B L E 



I. 



Baptisms, Burials, and Marriages ik t«e town or 
Maidstone in ten d£cenniary Periods, begin- 
ning WITH THE Year 1682, and ending with 1781. 



r 


Bapti/ms 


Marriaga 


r 


Burials 




— • - '\r^\^/\,^\f ■ -> 


Dates. 


Males 


Females 


Total 


Mar. 


Males 


Female: 


. Total 


1682 


678 


665 


'343 


*49 


y6z 


663' 


1425 


— 92 


625 


638 


1263 


335 


615 


. 598- 


.1213 


1702 


604 


591 


1195 


-253 


666 
638 


619 


1225 


12 


573 


633 

635 
640 


1206 


350 


494 


1132 


, 2 2 


646 


1281 


381 


735 


623 


1358 


32 
—44 


669 


»309 
1405 

1462 

1469 


423 


780 


740 
711 


1520 


718 


687 


484 


787 


1498 
1309 


b''' 


739' 


7*3 


449. 


625 


684 


1762 


771 


698 


460 

533 


706 

814 

7038 


720 


1406 


1772 


903 


839 


1742 
'3675 


735 


»549 


Total 


69:26 


6749 


39'7 


6587 


13625 
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The flighteft infpe£lion of this tabje fuggefts many 
curious conclufions. The firft 30 years, that is^ during the 
reigns of James the 2d, of William' the 3d, and of queen 
Ann, we obferve tha:t both the baptifms and burials, and of 
courfe the number of people were Confiderably diminifhed; 
notwithftanding that the thread manufaSure, which is now 
dwindled to alinoft nothing, was theji in its moft flourifliing 
ftate* • 

From this aera quite through the reign of George the ift, 
and to the latter end of George the 2d, the baptifms were 
continually increafing. The burials however advanced in a 
much greater proportion, and at intervals with Angular ine- 
fpmlityy infomuch that in the 10 years, beginning with 1732 
they were the mbre numerous by above 206, or almoft one 
6th of the whole. We cannot therefore certainly conclude 
that the inhabitants were much augmented, but only that the 
mortality of the town, from whatever caufe, was greatly in- 
creafed. From that time to the prefent, the baptifms have 
been almoft continually gaining on the burials, till in the 10 
years, now immediately paft, they have got nearly 200 be- 
fore them, which probably indicates the double advan^ge 
of nuiltiplied numbers and diminifhed unhealthinefs. Upon 
cafting an eye over the annualM^s of buries we fee, that, be- 
fore the modern improved praftice of inoculation was in- 
troduced, every 5 or 6 years the average number was almoft 
conftantly doubled; and it is found upon enquiry, that at 
fuch intervals nearly the fmall pox ufed to repeat its dreadful 
periodical vifits. The numbers which died of this diftempet 
were not particularly noticed in the regifter till the year 17 t^s ; 
when they amounted to. 70 perfons out of the 209 that 
died in that year, and 102 out of 223 in 1760, and 54 out 
ofi8iini766* 

Prior 
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Prior to thcfc inftaiiccs it broke out in the year 1734, and 
|wice more in th^ courfc of about 1 1 years immediately fub- 
fequent to that; at each of which times it raged with greater 
violence and made much more terrible havock than in either 
of the periods above-mentioned; we may therefore very 
fairly conclude that in the (hort fpace of 30 years it deprived 
the town of between 5 and 600 of its inhaoitants; whereas 
in the 15 or 16 years that have elapfed fince the general in- 
oculation it has occafioned the death of only about 60. 
Ample and fatisfaftory evidence of the vaft benefit the town 
has received from this falutary invention! And it appears, 
with it high degree of probability, upon proofs fimilar to the 
above, that, from the fame caufes, in the kingdom -at large 
not lefs than 4 or 500,000 lives were loft in the former of the 
periods now ftated, and that nearly half that number has 
been faved in the latter. 

In the year 1695 ^^^ inhabitants were only, as before 
obferved, 3676 ; the annual burials on an average of 10 years 
immediately preceding were 147; and the annual mortality 
1 in 25 of the whole population. In 1781 the people were 
5739* Ae annual burials, upon an average of the fame num- 
ber of years, taken in the fame relation, only 152, and the 
proportionate mortality about 1 in 37 1; ofcourfe adiminu^ 
tion thereof has happened of more than a 4th fince the for- 
mer aera. This may perhaps in fome fmall degree be afcribed 
to the greater care and cleanlinefs obferved in our prifons; 
the bettered condition of many of our inhabitants as well as 
houfes; the improvements in phyfic and furgery, and the 
generally inore Ikilful treatment of various diforders; but 
principally and chiefly to that diftinguilhcd bleffing of provi- 
dence inoculation. 

TABLE 
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TABLE IL 

Aknual average Mortality, or Proportion of 
Deaths to the whole Number of People in th£ 
FOLLOWING Places respectively . 



Rome . - - - . 1 

Amfterdam - - - - i 

Brcflaw - * - - - i 

Berlin - - - - i 

Northampton and Shrewfbury - i 

Manchefter - . . - - i 

Liverpool - - - - i 

Warrington - - - - i 

Leeds, Yorkfhire - - - i 

Cheftcr - - . . . i 

Eccles, Lancafhire - • i 

Feverftiam - ^ « ^ i 

*Dartford, nearly - - .. i 

*Gravefend - - - -« i 

*Milton - - - • . 1 

*Maidftone - - - * i 

^Warminfter, Wilts - - i 

*Barnftaple, Devonfliire - - i 

♦Wednefbury, Staffordfhire - i 

This table exhibits the degrees of mortality 



n 23 
n 24 
n 25 

n 261 
n 26^ 
n 28 
n 27^ 

n 34I 
n 21 1 
n 41 

"37 

n 32 
n 21 
n 18 

"37.^ 

"37 

"35 
n 28 



n a variety 
of large towns in different parts of the world, and it prefents 
an advantageous idea of the healthinefs of Maidftone com- 
pared with moll of them. Of the whole number indeed 
there is only the city of Chcfter, which furpaffes it in this 
fcfpeft; while moft of the others are left far behind. Thofe 
mark'd thus * are deduced from very late furveys, and reft 
on the authority of the clergymen of thofe places refpeflively, 

B TABLE 
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TABLE 



III. 



Baptisms and Marriages in Maidstone during two 
Periods of five Years each, the First beginning 
WITH THE Year 1762, the Second with 1777. 



Firjl Period. 



Second Period, 



Dates 


Baptif, 


Marria. 


Dates Baptif. 


Marria. 


1762 


144 


49 


1777 


»93 


39 


63 


132 


55 


78 


182 


§' 


64 


»43 


40 


79 


190 


64 


65 


144 


41 


80 


180 


78 


66 


152 


39 


81 


^97 


46 


Totals 


715 


224 




942 


278 


Avera 


143 


441 




i88| 


55 i 



From this table we may conjeaure the progrefs of popula- 
tion during the laft 20 years, in the prodigious increafe both 
of marriages and l^aptifms. The annual average of baptifms 
for the 5 years beginning with 1762 was only, 143; but for 
the 5 years now immediately paft it has been 188 1; the 
marriages in the former period were annualy 44 1; in the 
latter 55 1. Making the one or the other the ftandard of 
computation, or both united, the town fcems to have ac- 
quired almoft 5 of its prefent inhabitants fince the year 1761; 
and after every fair deduction it can fcarcely be lefs than 6 
or 800 perfons. And it may here be obferved that the 
marriage regiftcr; while fupported by correfpondcnt baptifms. 
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IS at once a prefumptive evidence of the paft and the prefent, 
and a faithful promife with regard to the future. . 

The marriage regifter confidered in another point of view 
bears very honourable tcftimony in favour of the inhabitants* 
One of the beft and moft accurate of the French writers on 
the fubjeQ: of population eftimates the average proportion 
of marriages to the whole number of people in France at 
about 1 to 12b; and in the city of Paris at 1 to almoft i6o* 
When it is confidered what multitudes their ccclefiaftical 
inftitutions abfurdly condemn to celibacy, we may naturally 
fuppofe that the proportion with us is much higher. By 
the following table we fee that in Maidftone, it is as 1 to 103; 
which is not only higher than the French average, with all 
the prodigious advantage derived from the country pariflies, 
but fuperior to moft other towns of limilar defcription, 
though inferior fize, even in England. 
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TABLE 



IV. 



Proportion of the Number of annual Marriages 
to the total population in the following 
Places respectivej-y. 

Counties. Pari/hcs. 



Effcx. 


Chelmsford 




'"Buckenham 


Norfolk, 


^ Swaffham 




[Northwalfham 


Suffolk. 
Lancafter 


Woodbridgc 
. Eccles 


Devon. 
Wilts. 


Barnftaple 
Warminfter 


Hants. 


Andover 


Kent. 


( Feverfham 
( Maidftonc 



Nc. of 
Inhabitants 


Proportion <f 
Marriages, 


2436 


1 in 106 


1327 
1876 


1 in 134 
1 in U9 


1627 
2600 


1 in 117 
1 in 136 


9125 
3176 


1 in 123 
1 in 121 


4209 
2899 


1 in 122 
1 in 109 


2527 


1 in 114 


5739 


1 in 103 



From a view of table I. we fee that the number of mar- 
riages for the 10 years beginning with 1752 were confider- 
ably lefs than the 10 years immediately preceding. Now 
this was the very period in which the marriage oB look 
place, and this decreafe of weddings may at firft fight fugged 
a conclufioH greatly to its difadvantage, and induce one to 
fuppofe thapt it has operated as a powerful reftraint upon 
matrimony; but nothing can be more fallacious than fuch 
a fuppofition. The marriage aQ: has doubtlefs promoted 
regularity and order, has fome times reftrained folly and 
prevented mifery; but fcarcely a Ihadow of evidence has 
yet been produced, that it has at all obftruSed judicious con- 
nexions, 
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nfeflions, encouraged illicit intercourfe, or diminiflied legal 
population. The diminution of marriages in the inftance 
before us, evidently arofe from hence. A furrogate con- 
ftantly refided in the town. Before the marriage aft he 
had often no doubt influence fufficient to engage the parties 
to whom he granted a licence, to grant him in return the 
privilege of marrying them. But this was afterwards effec- 
tually prevented by their being obliged to have the folem- 
nity performed in the parifli to which one of them belonged; 
hence the furrogate mifled the additional advantage of the 
marriage fee, and the weddings in the town were immedi- 
ately diminiflied, but unqueftionably they are to be found in 
the regifl:ers of the neighbouring pariflies. For taking a vaft 
number and variety of pariflies of every fize, fituation, and 
dcfcription, it appears that the aggregate proportion of 
marriages and buiials has been confiderably greater fince 
the marriage aft took place than before; which, if it be not 
abfolute demonfl:ration, is at lejafl: flirong prefumptive evi- 
dence, that inftead of difcouraging matrimony, it has 
greatly promoted it, and been a powerful check to liccnti-* 
oufnefs. 
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T A B L E 



V. 



Number of Baptisms, Marriages, and Burials ik 
525 Parishes of 13 Counties, during two Periods 
OF "20 Years each, the first Period terminating 

a little BEFORE THE MaRRIAGE AcT TOOK PLACX^ 

THE Second bec^inning very soon after. 



Counties* 

Bedford ^ 

Bucks 

Cambridge 

Leicefter 

Devon 

Cornwall 

Hants . \ 

Norfolk 

Wilts 

Northumberland 

Durham 

Worcefter 

Warwick 

Totals 







Before. 






After. 






/^ . A 


No. 

Pan* 


Baptifms 


Marriage Burials 


If 
Baptifms 


Marriage 


Burials 


6 


1418 


354 13" 


1613 


482 


1376 


11 


4494 


1007 


4>57 


5430 


*399 


4562 


18 


422Si 


1064 


3689 


4464 


1212 


3375 


7 


2273 


59« 


1881 


.3720 


745 


a 107 


13 


11396 


5^77 


14615 


14247 


6321 


16230 


16 


5582 


1528 


4892 


568<i 


1683 


.IsJI 


f«5 


9242 


3395 


9698 


»o77,5 


3768 


5 * 


6239 


. 2443 
2644 


7081 


7962 


3379 


7843 


'69 


11722 


9306 


12234 


3671 


97^7 


»3 


5333 


1376 


4347 


6095 


1639 


4905 


23 


.23164 


74»5 


23774 


21815 


8108 


21JX54 


16 


'5^°^ 


3399 


10208 


13867 


3870 


11250 


24 


6867 


»793 


5629 


977» 


2309 


6igt 


• »4 


4968 


»347 


4161 


6029 


1699 


^A77 


225 


109478 


34110 


104750 


»237»5 


40285 


109758 



proportions of Marriages to ') 

Baptifms & Burials joint- > 1 to 6| 
\y about ^ 

To Baptifms fmgly about 1 to 3 «J, 
To Burials fingly about * to 3 ^ 



I to 54 
1^03^ 

lt0 2j|^ 
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W^ here fee that the ratio of marriages to baptifins and 
burials jointly, in the former period, was about as i to 6 i; 
in the latter nearly as i to 5^; of marriages jto baptifins 
;alone, in the former period, as 1 to 3 IS*; in the latter, as 
1 to 3 ISo* of marriages to burials alone, in the former pe^ 
riod, as 1 to 3 °Je; in the latter, as i to 2 \l^. The faireft 
conclufion from this, is, that the wife and judicious regula- 
tions of the above-mentioned aflt have greatly inci;eafed the 
number and proportion of marriages by. rendering it mor<e 
difficult for any perfons to enjoy the r/r^^^zow of matrimony 
without being really and afiually married. 

A very ftriking circumftance offisrs itfelf in the regifter of 
burials. By the lurvey of 1781 it appears that the number 
of males was 417 fewer than the females, and yet on an ave- 
drage of the laft 10 years, the male burials were annually 
'>*about 8 more than the female; and it will be found upon 
making the requifite computations that only 1 in more than 
40 have ajinually died of the females, and almoft 1 in 32 of 
the males; and the fame proportion has probably held through- 
-out the iQO year^, as the total of male deaths are to the female 
nearly ^as, 1 4 to 13. What can this prodigious difference be 
cowing to? Some allowance is doubtlefs to be made for the 
'great number of female fervants who come principally from 
4he country, at perhaps the moil healthy period of human 
life, and who by the late furvey alone aniounted to 375 of 
the 417 by which the females exceed the males. But this- 
"circumftance will not account for the 5th part of the dif- 
proportion before us. 

Both French and Englifti philofophers feem to concur in 
opinion that women are naturally longer lived than men., 
But it may perhaps be doubted whether this be founded 
upon evidence fufficiently various and extenfive. From 

mere 
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mere analogical reafoning juft the contrary might be con- 
cluded. Men are a greater number of years in coming to 
their full perfeftion, both in body and mind; and it is a gene- 
ral law of nature, that b;^ how much longer any animal or 
vegetable is in growing, by fo much the longer it is in de- 
caying. Men are alfo of a conftitution more firm and robuft ; 
nor are they liable to an equal number and variety of difeafes: 
On every account therefore they appear fitted for a more 
extended duration ; and agreeable t© this obvious inference, 
it is a'wellknown and generally acknowledged faft, that^TTi^ 
men havt lived to a greater age than evien any women have 
done. 

The very ingenious Dr. Heyftiam of Carlifle has remarked 
" that tlje conftitutions of males are fitted for laborious ex- 
ertions, and that their mufcular and nervous fibres may 
therefore be fuppofed to become ftifF, rigid, and incapable 
of performing the funftions neceflary to health and life fooner 
than thofe of females, both on account of their original tex- 
ture and the friftion which muft neceffarily occur from la- 
borious exercife." But this reafoning, however plaufible, 
cannot perhaps be admitted; becaufc in country pariflies, 
where the laborious exertions of the men are beyond com- 
parifon the greateft, the difference refpefting the mortality 
we are fpeaking of is vaftly the Icaft; and fome times like- 
wife much in favour of the male inhabitants; as is eminently 
the cafe in the parifh of Brightling, in Suflex; and many 
other inftances fimilar to it might eafily be produced; ^ ' 

Men, it is true, are fometimes expofed to greater dangers 
and more numerous hardfhips than women; yet excepting 
foldiers, failors, fifhermen, colliers, and miners, and proba- 
bly a few manufacturers, this circumftance has a very con- 
fined and trivial operation. 

There 
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There is .one caufe ftill behind univerfally allowed to 
operate, and which alone, perhaps is fully adequate to the 
cfFeQ. Men are in general efpecially in large and popu- 
lous towns, more intemperate than w'omen, both in eating 
and drinking, and are likewife more commonly chargeable 
with every other irregularity and liccntioufncls of conduft. 
To thefe therefore may their greater mortality be moft fre- 
quently imputed; and thus this fingular circumftance of re- 
gifter evidence becomes a feriouo topic of moral admoni- 
tion. 



TAB L E 



VI, 



Number of Burials in each Month and Season, 
DURING TWO Periods OF 20 Years each, thk first 
Period beOinning with 1682, the Second with 
1761. 

Firft Period. Second Period, 



Months. 



January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

J«iy ^ 

Auguft 

September 

Oaober 

November 
December 



Males Fema. Total. 



126 
108 
116 
105 
129 
108 

101 

114 

105 
107 



124 

98 

136 

102 

98 
84 

86 

90 

123 

130- 

94 
142 



250 
206 
252 
207 
227 
192 

191 
237 
*55 
199 
249 



Seafons Males Fema. Total. 



.703 



149 
126 

128 

i»5 

»34 

»i5 

»»3 
108 

129 

129 

126 

139 



129 

119 
120 

134 

113 
110 

106 
91 

*33 
129 

135 
112 



278 

245 

248 

249 
247 
225 
219 

199 

262 

258 
261 
851 



Seafons 




Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( i8 ) 

This table ftiews the number of deaths, in each month and 
feafon for two periods of 20 years each, the firft beginning 
with year 1682, the fccond with 1761; and it is wonderful 
to obfervc the perfed correfpondence, not only between the 
mortality of the refpettivey^^ons in the two periods, but al- 
moft of the lefpeftive months. That feafon which is mod 
fatal to human life in one period is exaftly fo in the other. 
in this melancholy pre-eminence winter takes the lead, au- 
tumn follows next, then comes fpring and fummer laft of all. 
The flcilful phyfician perhaps might deduce from hence 
many curious, ufefeful, and important conclufions; but the 
moft fuperficial infpeftor cannot but remark that the great 
difadvantage of our fituation fcems a deficiency of heat. 
.For bcfides the diftinClions juft now made refpefting the 
fcafons, it is apparent that of any two months imm.cdiately 
contiguous to each other, the months of December and Ja- 
nuary in each period have the moft numerous deaths; July, 
and Auguft the feweft; the former' couple, in the ufual 
courfe of things, hav-e the greatcft degree of cold, the latter, 
of heat. 

With regard to the great increafe of population above 
demonllrated, we need not indulge the gloomy idea that it 
has arifen from the depopulation of the country around. 
On the contrary, very few parifhes excepted, it hasmukiplied 
its people in full proportion. The increafe of'the one has. 
perhaps been at once the caufe and the confequence of the 
increafe of the other. Allowing for extraordinary cafc^, 
vhere ever you have a large and flourifliing town, you will 
foon have a well cultivated and populous country, an4 
where you have a well cultivated and populous country, you 
will foon have a large and flourifhing t;own; and it i$ amaz- 
ing how the oppofite Bpprehcnfion could ever have become 

fo 
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fo generally prevalent as it has. Their mutual riches encou- 
rage their mutual induftry; theirmqtualinduftryfupply their 
mutual wants ; the wealth of the town flows into the country, 
and the produQs of the country return into the town ; their 
communicetion is eagerly rendered more and more eafy by 
every poffible means ; new roads are made, or old ones im- 
proved ; fens and marfhes are drained, wafte grounds and 
commons *are inclofed, manured, and cultivated ; bridges 
are built, rivers are navigated, canals are cut, more hands 
are employed, and every quarter becomes at once more 
populous, more heahhy, and animated. This in fome mea- 
fure, and with the exception of a few particulars, has been 
the cafe with Maidftone and its vicinity for the laft 20 or 30 
years ; but it has been fo in the fulleft and ampleft degree 

. with re(pe6l to more than half the kingdom ; and it may be 
fafely affirmed upon fatisfaftory evidence, that, notwithftand- 
ing the temporary and local checks we have received from 
the burdens of the prefent war, England has multiplied her 
numbers almoft twice as much in the Ihort period now men- 

.tioned, as F]rai)ce has done finc«? the beginning of this cen- 
tury ; and if we have but fpirit and refolution to carry us 
through the difficulties into which we are plunged, fo as to 
fecure us a lafe and honorable peace, it is not to be doubted 
but that our population, and its. natural concomitants trade, 
wealth, and profperity, will again advance with as great or 
greater rapidity than ever. 
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'AhV accCrate Survey of the'Inhabitants, in the Town. 
AND Parish of Maidstone, taken in .the Month: of 
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G0U»NTRV PART OF *rH;E PaRjISH. 
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Naimes of Places. 









Oi. 



! T M .^ f« <r? S Ml />! ' r> 1 



v-^v 



^=: 



I s 
I.- 
8 a. 



i? 



w'2 

I?; 



i 

fOak.y 



26 

28 

ai 

9 



Bower 

Barm'iiig'Heath 
BucklaDd and Half 
Loddington 
Tovil - - - ,- 
P^ertrtingdon-Helath 
l^^i^iuhnh - - 
"illington-Street 
Stoney Rock 
Sheppy Court ' . 
Cold Ai^our 
Gould's Court 
Blue Doof : ' 
Moat arid Park 
Shcpj)x-Street 

In the Cdfcntiy . - - .'! J 144 ; ^^5 



51 



H 

^^ 

39 

9 



'59 



1-1- 



IQ 



7 
. -9 



3 

e 
1 



16 



'0i 

•it 
29 



"5 



'49 

it 

.»7 



«3» 



110 

167 

tea 
37 



248 



23 

21 

35 

•14 

7 



24 

11 

'34 
; 18 
, 8 



43 44 



41 



40 



357 



37P 



j%r 



13a 



^39 



T*otal 



920 .1015 106! 170 186 365 sJ66fif 3Cg? 5755(ni5 M76 



: V o: Pei^fonavtoahoufes 5K. Tp a family,, 4,^, . ; 

'■ It muft Here be bbfciVed, that in thcTarvey of 1781, were 
td/rnprchended the wohien and childrei^ bdongiiig to 4 or 500 
foldiers then qiiartered in' the toWn, together with all other 
triniient ^ind temporary lodgers. Of thefotmcr of thefe deno- 
ttiihations we haVe nbw not any, and the latter are entirely un^ 
Noticed, it tnay alfo beVemarked, that the time of the year at 
which this lattc^r "eniimeratioa-htfs^beiin performed, is rather 

Enfavourable. for our numbers appearing td advantage ; as Ibtne 
f t)ar pdople are dbubtlefs abient in different parts of the -cir- 
cumjacent couiitry /upon harveft-work and other labours of tbq 
feafon ; a few we have unqueilionably furhifhed to the public 
fervice of ihc kingdom, both in the army and navy ; and the 

peculiar 
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j3cculiar unhcahhii^fs of the laft winter ami fpting, as well as 
ih'e genc^ral hardfbip and preffurc of the times, tmift each hare 
fomewhat checked our growth. Yet, notwiihftanding all ihefe 
dira<|vaatagqs, our inhabitants now amount to 5755/wliich is 16' 
pore thpin they wc^e in March 1781 ; and, after due attemion 
to the fevcral confiderations. now fuggefted, our a6tuai perma- 
nent population can fcarcely have been Icfs augmented during 
the lalt 18 months, than looperfons. 

To the evidence already adduced, in proof of the extraordi- 
Jiary healthinefs of the town, maybe added, from the prelcnt 
furvcy, the feighproportion of children under 15. and of men and 
women above 70 years of age, as jio unequivocal teflimony of 
the fame pleafing. faft. In the-city of f hefter, the (alubrity of 
whic^ has \|'ith jullice bceh confidercd a^ very highly difliji- 
guiflied, thejiumber of -perfons in t)ie year 1774 above 70, was 
about 1 in 23I of the total population; in i arlifle in the year 
J779, in ^95 ; whereas in Maidft<me it is fo high as nearly i in 
20j. Again, the ratio of children under 15 in the city of Chefter 
at the above-mentioned period, fo the total number of inhabi- 
tants, was- about 1 to 3^ ; in Maidllone it is rtore than 1 to 3^; 
a fuperiority, it may fairly be prcfumed, which the diminution 
of the number between 15 and 70, from the peculiar cirtum- 
ftances pf the tiipes, can by no, means deprive m of. 

The number of reputed diffenters from the church of Eng^ 
land, of every denomination in the town and parifh, if lio^ 
cxafily are very nearly as follows; thofe ufually ftilcd Prefr 
byterian3 209^— Baptifts44 — IndepcndenU42 — Metnpdrfls 138--? 
Quakers 2— In all 435. ^ 

N* B. Out of the 1115 Houfes contained in t|ie tawn and 
paiilh, there are only 12 empty, and fcveral of thofe mereljr 
lor the purpofe of being repaired. * ' 
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